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were sending the flower of their youth. Such a
postponement would not only have meant better
weather but it would have given time to teach the
new officers their duty in safeguarding the health
of their men as far as possible, and this precaution
alone would have saved many lives. Owing to the
greater practical experience of the officers in the
regular regiments, the death rate among the men
in their ranks fell far below that among the volun-
teers, even though many of the men with the regu-
lars had enlisted after the declaration of war. On
the other hand, speed as well as sanitation was an
element in the war, and the soldier who was sacri-
ficed to lack of preparation may be said to have
served his country no less than he who died in
battle. Strategy and diplomacy in this instance
were enormously facilitated by the immediate in-
vasion of Cuba, and perhaps the outcome justi-
fied the cost. The question of relative values is a
difficult one.

No such equation of values, however, can hold
the judgment in suspense in the case of the host of
secondary errors that grew out of the indolence of
Secretary Alger and his worship of politics. Prob-
ably General Miles was mistaken in his charges
concerning embalmed beef, and possibly the canned